
How Maine Compares to the Nation 
(from NCLIS Preliminary 2003 Rank Order Tables) 

The following table shows how Maine ranks in comparison to the rest of the nation (and D.C.) along with national averages for each data 
element.  It is interesting to note that Maine ranks above the national average on most services (many Maine libraries don’t report Reference 

Transactions) yet financial statistics, including State Income and Local Income fall below national averages.  Maine ranks 7th in Other 
Income per cap.  The graph following gives a visual of Maine’s standings on most of the below categories. 

 
Data Elements How Maine Ranks Maine’s Figure National Average

Library Visits per cap 20 5.19 4.58
Reference Transactions per cap 34 0.77 1.08
Circ transactions per cap 24 7.19 7.01
ILL received per 1,000 pop 19 59.07 94.83
Book & Serial Volumes per cap 1 5.18 2.86
Audio per 1,000 pop 27 133.28 133.27
Video per 1,000 pop 17 146.35 116.15
Subscriptions per 1,000 pop 15 9.83 6.79
Total paid FTE staff per 25,000 pop 11 14.73 12.14
Paid FTE librarians per 25,000 pop 10 6.68 4.02
Paid FTE librarians w/ ALA-MLS per 25,000 pop 16 2.99 2.72
Other paid FTE staff per 25,000 pop 22 8.04 8.12
Total Income per cap 31 25.75 31.18
State Income per cap 42 0.13 3.39
Local Income per cap 34 19.38 24.93
Other Income per cap 7 6.23 2.68
Total Operating Expenditures per cap 29 25.83 29.6
Total Collection Expenditures per cap 34 3.52 4.12
Total Staff Expenditures per cap 29 16.94 19.48
Salaries & Wages Expenditures per cap 23 14.66 15.5
Average Number of Public-Use Internet Terminals per Outlet (Library) 50 3.8 9.47
Average Number of Public-Use Internet Terminals  5,000 population 6 4.48 2.79  
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